LACERTA APUS.
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Corpus tetrapodum, caudatum, nudum.

Lin. Syff. Nat. p. 359,

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, &e.

LACERTA anguiformis fufco-flavefcens, pedi-

bus anterioribus nullis, pofterioribus breviffi-
mis monodactylis.

LACERTA APUS. L. capite et corpore conti-
nuis una cum cauda longa teretibus imbrica-
tis pallidis, pedibus antcrioribus nullis, pof-
teriorum fubdidactylorum veftigio.

Lin. Syft. Nar. Gmel, p. 10709,
Pall. nov. comm, Petrop. 19.p. 435.t. §.

Lacertam Apum inillis fpeciebus habendam quas
vinculo quodam lacertas et {erpentes inter fe connec-
tunt, primus deferipfifle videtur Dominus Pallas in
opere cui titulus ¢ Now. Comm. Petrop. &ec.’
icone etiam addita, qua magnitudinem naturalem
monftrat. Specimen quod depinximus ¢ Grecia at-
tulit Dominus Joannes Sibthorpius, non ita pridem
Botanices Profeflor Oxonienfis. In maximis cenfe-
tur heec fpecies fua tribus, longitudine fere tripe-

dali.



dali. Innocuo eft ingenio, loca, ut plurimum,
quarens umbrofa, uvida, fecreta; et aliarum more
lacertarum, infeéta precipue depafcens.

Notandum eft ceeteras lacertas ad hanc tribum re-
ferendas, quez haltenus phyficis innotuerunt, efle
lacertam Chalciden, lacertam ferpeniem, lacertam ai-
guinam, et lacertam dipedem ; quarum ad fimilitudi-
nem adeo appropinquat Anguis qui ven/ralis dicitur,
ut ab iis vix ac ne vix feparari poflet, nifi deeflent
ei aurium foramina externa, feu meatus auditorii,
quibus ferpentes femper carent.
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THE
APODAL LIZARD.
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GENERIC CHARACTER.

Body four-footed, tailed, naked.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER.

Yecllowifh-brown fnake-fhaped LIZARD, with-
out fore-feet, and with very {hort monodac-
tylous hind-feet,

The Lacerta Apus, one of thofe fingular fpecies
which form, as it were, a connecting link between
Lizards and Snakes, feems to have been firft def-
cribed by Dr. Pallas in the work entitled < Now.
Coinm. Petrop. €5¢.” where a figure of it is alfo given
in its natural fize. The fpecimen herc exhibited was
brought from Greece by the late Dr. Sibthorp, Pro-
feffor of Botany in the Univerfity of Oxford. It
may be confidered as one of the largeft of its tribe,
meafuring near three feet in length, It is a harm-
lefs animal, and is principally found in fhady and
damp fituations in the moft retired places, where,
like other Lizards, it feeds chiefly on infects.

It may not be improper to obferve that the other
fnake-fhaped Lizards hitherto difcovered by natu-

ralifts,



valifts, are the Lacerta Chalcides, L. ferpens, L. an-
guina, and L. dipes. Tt may alfo be added that the
animal called Auguis ventralis, or the glafs fnake of
America, {cems to make fo near an approach tothe
tribe of Lizards juft mentioned, as fcarce to be fe-
parated from them, cxcept from the circumftance of
its wanting the appearance of the meatus auditorius
or external foramen of the ear, of which the fnakes
ar¢ always deftitute.



